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SUBJ: SOVIET MEDIA ON NEW PRESIDENT 
REE: A. MOSCOW 12238; B. STATE 174699 

1. SUMMARY. SOVIET MEDIA GIVE HEAVY COVERAGE TO 
ACCESSION OE NEW PRESIDENT WITH EMPAHSIS ON EACTUAL 
REPORTING. SPARSE COMMENTARY EMPHASIZES NEW PRESIDENT'S 
SUPPORT EOR DETENTE. END SUMMARY. 
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2. IZVESTIYA AUGUST 9 DEVOTED ALMOST TWO EULL COLUMNS 
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ON FRONT PAGE TO CHANGE OF COMMAND IN WASHINGTON. 

(SUCH FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE OF INTERNAL FOREIGN EVENTS 
IS EXTREMELY RARE.) IZVESTIYA COLUMNS PROVIDED FULL 
SUMMARIES OE NIXON RESIGNATION STATEMENT AND EORD 
STATEMENT MADE AFTERWARDS PLUS TELEPHONED REPORT FROM 
CORRESPONDENTS ARTAMONOV AND KOBYSH SUMMARIZING THE 
EVNETS IN WASHINGTON OF AUGUST 8. INSIDE IZVESTIYA 
PRINTS LONG COMMENTARY BY POLITICAL OBSERVER MATVEYEV 
WHICH EMPAHSIZES THAT IMPROVEMENT IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICAL CLIMATE AND TURN EROM DANGEROUS COLD WAR 
PERIOD TO "NORMAL, SENSIBLE FORMS OF INTERNATIONAL 
DISCOURSE" REPRESENT ACHIEVEMENT HAVING GREAT MARGIN 
OF STABILITY AND NOT SUBJECT TO SITUATIONAL FLUCTUATION. 

THERE IS NOW, ACCORDING TO MATVEYEV, AN IMPRESSIVE INTERNATIONAL 
STRUCTURE OF AGREEMENTS AND LAWS BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OE PEAC- 
EFUL COEXISTENCE. IN REVIEWING IMPROVED U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS, 

MATVEYEV STRESSES THAT DETENT IS FUNDAMENTALLY IN 
U.S. AS WELL AS SOVIET INTEREST AND ENJOYS WIDE BASE OF 
SUPPORT IN U.S. WHICH IS NOT DEPENDENT ON ONE OR OTHER 
PARTY OR ON VARIATIONS IN THE POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE INSIDE 
THE COUNTRY. IN ARTICLE'S ONLY MENTION OF OUTGOING OR 
INCOMING PRESIDENT BY NAME, MATVEYEV ASSURES READERS 
THAT AS NIXON LEAVES OFEICE, "EXPLAINING THIS DEVELOPMENT 
ON THE BASIS OF THE INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE 
COUNTRY IN THE LAST DAYS, "U.S. LEADERS ANNOUNCE THAT 
POLICIES OE DETENTE AND DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION WILL BE CONTINUED AND PRESERVED. 

3. PRAVDA AUGUST 10 FRONTPAGES THREE TASS 

STORIES REPORTING FACTUALLY ON SWEARING-IN OF NEW PRESIDENT, 

HIS FIRST SPEECH AS PRESIDENT, AND CONGRESSIONAL 

RESOLUTIONS OF SUPPORT. SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF FORD 

MENTIONS THAT HE HAS EXPRESSED SUPPORT OE NORMALIZATION 

OF U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS AND APPROVED THE RESULTS OF 

SOVIET-AMERICAN SUMMIT MEETINGS. INSIDE STORIES ALSO 

REPORT NIXON AND FORD SPEECHES OF AUGUST 8, WITH 

SHORT COMMENTARY BY CORRESPONDENT STREL'NIKOV CITING AMERICAN 

POLITICAL OBSERVERS AS UNDERLINING PRESIDENT 

FORD'S INTENTION TO CONTINUE FOREIGN POLICY OE HIS 

PREDECESSOR, ESPECIALLY RE USSR. STREL'NIKOV QUOTES 
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FORD (FROM EARLIER INTERVIEW) AS STRESSING IMPORTANCE 
AND VALUE OF MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON SUMMIT MEETINGS. 

4. EVENING TV NEWS AUGUST 9 SHOWED EIVE MINUTES OE 
EXCERPTS OF NIXON RESIGNATION SPEECH AND FORD TAKING 
OATH OF OFFICE, PLAYING UP THEIR STATEMENTS RE POLICY 
TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION. 
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5. COMMENT. EXTENT AND TONE OE SOVIET MEDIA COVERAGE 
HAVE BEEN UNMISTAKABLY POSITIVE AND DESIGNED TO REASSURE 
SOVIET PUBLIC THAT NIXON'S SUDDEN DEPARTURE IS NOT BLOW 
TO IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. PRESIDENT FORD'S 
STATEMENTS RE CONTINUING TO WORK EOR IMPROVED 
RELATIONS WITH THE USSR HAVE CLEARLY HIT THEIR MARK. 

STOESSEL 
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